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CONEIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 1900 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: FARM, PEOR, NZ, XP 

SUBJ: SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM MEETING: SOUTH PACIFIC NUCLEAR 
FREE ZONE (SPNFZ) 

REF: SUVA 722 (NOTAL) 

1. ACTING DCM OBTAINED RUNDOWN ON FORUM’S HANDLING OF 
SPNFZ FROM NORRISH, DEPSECY FONAFFS, WHO ACCOMPANIED PM 
ROWLING TO FORUM MEETING. 

2. FORUM COMMUNIQUE'S LANGUAGE ON SPNFZ IS AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE FORUM REITERATED ITS STRONG OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS TESTS IN ALL ENVIRONMENTS AND CALLED FOR RENEWED 
INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TOWARDS A COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST 
BAN TREATY AND GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT. IN 
PARTICULAR, THE FORUM EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING 
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AND THE INVOLVEMENT IN A NUCLEAR CONFLICT AND COMMENDED 
THE IDEA OE ESTABLISHING A NUCLEAR WEAPONS FREE ZONE IN 
THE SOUTH PACIEIC AS A MEANS OE ACHIEVING THAT AIM. THE 
EORUM AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE EOR A WIDER 
ENDORSEMENT OF THE IDEA TO BE SOUGHT THROUGH THE ADOPTION 
OP A RESOLUTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS AND EOR A STUDY OP THE WAYS AND MEANS OF 
ESTABLISHING SUCH A ZONE TO BE UNDERTAKEN." (PULL TEXT 
COMMUNIQUE POUCHED EA/ANP) 

3. NORRISH SAID PORUM'S TREATMENT OF SPNFZ HAD GONE AS 
GNZ HAD ANTICIPATED. ROWLING HAD ACHIEVED AIM OP 
SATISFYING HIMSELF THAT AT FORTHCOMING UNGA, NZ COULD 
SAY IT HAD FORUM'S SUPPORT IN PUTTING FORTH "GENERAL 
SORT " OP RESOLUTION ON SPNPZ. 

4. NORRISH INDICATED DEGREE OF SUPPORT EXPRESSED BY 
EORUM PARTICIPANTS HAD VARIED, WITH AUSTRALIA MENTIONING 
THAT BECAUSE OP PRACTICAL PROBLEMS STANDING IN WAY OF 
IMPLEMENTATION IT WAS NOT VERY OPTIMISTIC THAT SPNPZ 
CONCEPT COULD BE REALIZED. WITH EXCEPTION OP PNG AND 

PHI, ISLAND PARTICIPANTS HAD ASSUMED SPNFZ PROPOSAL 
WAS lUST ANOTHER WAY OP "GETTING AT PRENCH BOMB ". 

5. PNG HAD STATED IT WOULD CO-SPONSOR SPNPZ RESOLUTION 
AT UNGA IP IT HAS BEEN ADMITTED TO UN BY TIME RESOLUTION 
IS INTRODUCED. 

6. NORRISH SAID IT WAS AT PUTS BEHEST THAT COMMUNIQUE 
LANGUAGE ON SPNPZ HAD BEEN EXPANDED TO INCLUDE 
REFERENCE TO NUCLEAR TESTS AND DISARMAMENT MEASURES. 

7. NORRISH NOTED THAT COMMUNIQUE SPEAKS OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS REPEAT WEAPONS PREE ZONE, AN IMPORTANT POINT 
HE TOOK CREDIT EOR HAVING INSERTED. 

8. IN RESPONSE QUESTION, NORRISH SAID POREIGN MINISTRY 

IS WORKING ON DRAPT RESOLUTION ON SPNFZ WHICH NZ WILL BE 
SUBMITTING TO UN PIRST COMMITTEE AND THAT PROPOSED 
TEXT WILL BE SHARED WITH US PAIRLY SOON. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 WEI .LINO 1 900 080535Z 


9. IN EARLIER INPORMAL CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR, 
PM ROWLING ESSENTIALLY CONPIRMED POINTS COVERED BY 
NORRISH, EMPHASIZING THAT EORUM HAD UNANIMOUSLY 
ENDORSED SPNPZ CONCEPT AND THAT RESOLUTION NZ WOULD 
BE SUBMITTING TO UN WOULD BE GENERAL IN NATURE. 
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